
MEDIA   RELEASE   
30/10/2020   

  
  

FOR   IMMEDIATE   RELEASE   
  
  

New   School   of   Entrepreneurship   Upskilling   South   Africa’s   Youth  
  

South   Africa’s   youth   is   facing   the   worst   unemployment   crisis   in   modern   history   with   about   3.5   million   
youths   not   in   employment,   education   or   training [1] .   Parents   are   really   worried   and   at   a   loss.   How   does   
one   solve   such   a   huge   challenge   and   help   children   have   a   strong   foundation   and   best   start   into  
adulthood   when   they   leave   school?   
  

Only   45%   of   young   adults   with   matric   have   a   chance   of   finding   a   job [2] !   To   make   matters   worse,   the   
rising   tuition   fees,   limited   space   at   higher   educational   institutions,   and   poor   matric   results   leave   most   
aspirant   students   without   the   opportunity   to   advance   their   skills.   The   harsh   reality   is,   that,   even   if   a   
young   person   manages   to   get   a   certificate,   diploma   or   degree,   only   about   77%   of   them   will   find   
employment   eventually [3] .   
  

The   social   and   economic   costs   of   unemployment   are   a   heavy   burden   on   families   and   the   country   as   
a   whole.   Unemployment   not   only   robs   us   of   valuable   talent,   but   it   also   increases   poverty,   poor   health   
and   crime.   
  

“I   just   had   to   do   something”,   says   Leon   Lategan,   Entrepreneur   Activist   and   Founder   &   CEO   of   The   
Lions   Den,   a   highly   prized,   established   entrepreneur   platform   that   has   already   helped   more   than   
12,500   business   people   start   and   grow   their   businesses.   “As   such,   I   have   now   launched   an   
affordable   and   accessible   online   Entrepreneurship   Mastery   Programme,   specially   designed   for   
young   minds   at   our   School   of   Entrepreneurship.   Creating   entrepreneurs   is   my   ultimate   passion   and   
the   best   solution   for   alleviating   this   crisis   we   are   all   facing.   Entrepreneurs   are   vital   to   the   heartbeat   of   
any   economy:   innovating   and   creating   new   jobs,   which   will   lower   unemployment   and   lead   to   safer   
communities   with   wealthier,   healthier   and   happier   people.   Together   with   my   team   of   business   
experts   and   real-life   entrepreneurs   as   coaches,   I   pledge   to   create   10,000   new   entrepreneurs   within   5   
years,   who   are   capable   of   starting   sustainable   and   profitable   businesses   that   create   jobs   and   reduce  
unemployment.”     
  

Find   out   everything   you   need   to   know   about   this   programme   and   how   to   get   on   it   at   the   virtual   launch   
event,   which   takes   place   on   Thursday   5   November   at   11:00   AM   -   register   here:   
www.schoolofentrepreneurship.co.za/launch/.     
  

“Leon   is   passionate   about   advancing   entrepreneurship   and   empowering   the   most   vulnerable   sectors   
of   society   in   terms   of   unemployment,   especially   our   youth,”   says   Colin   Makala   of   SME   South   Africa   
Network,   “and   I   am   excited   to   be   interviewing   him   at   the   launch   to   find   out   more   about   this   
much-needed   programme!”.   
  

The   School   of   Entrepreneurship   will   equip   South   Africa’s   youth   through   a   highly   practical   (not   only   
theoretical)   online   training   programme,   empowering   them   with   the   mindset,   knowledge,   insights,   
tools   and   essential   business   skills   they   need,   to   become   confident,   capable   entrepreneurs   who,   
within   12   months,   will   be   enabled   to   actually   start   and   run   their   own   businesses.     
  

In   addition,   the   programme   will   offer   practical   support   and   assistance   with   establishing   if   there   is   a   



market   -   ie   the   viability   of   the   business   idea   -   pitching   to   investors   and   how   to   obtain   funding.   Every   
student   will   also   complete   a   personal   Enneagram   Assessment,   receive   resilience   and   EQ   coaching   
and   will   thus   be   armed   with   invaluable   insights   into   their   Entrepreneur   Type,   intrinsic   motivators,   as   
well   as   strengths   and   weaknesses   in   order   to   make   an   informed   decision   about   what   kind   of   
entrepreneurial   career   path   plays   to   their   unique   strengths   and   talents.     
  

“I   invite   all   school   leavers   to   take   a   ‘Gap   Year   with   Purpose’   and   not   rush   off   to   University   or   College,   
or   get   a   job…   just   yet.   I   strongly   believe   that   young   adults   will   be   better   equipped   and   more   in   control   
of   their   futures   if   they   know   how   to   create   their   own   employment”,   says   Lategan.   “Being   able   to   earn   
an   income,   design   a   lifestyle   around   your   talents,   and   knowing   how   to   convert   this   into   a   sustainable   
business,   are   essential   life   skills   for   anybody   -   especially   when   you   are   starting   out   in   life!”   
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PHOTO :   Leon   Lategan,   Entrepreneur   Activist    -   Founder   &   CEO   of   The   Lion’s   Den   and   The   School   of   
Entrepreneurship   
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Leon   Lategan,   Founder   and   CEO   of   The   School   of   Entrepreneurship,   is   available   for   additional   and   
personalized   comment   and   interviews.   He   can   be   contacted   directly   on   0826580805.   
  

Individualized   news   stories,   including   an   eight-part   series   of   well-researched   articles   all   relating   to   
the   youth’s   challenges   as   they   face   unemployment,   limited   spaces   in   University,   dropping   out   of   
school/University,   cost   of   tuition,   the   threat   of   AI   and   much   more,   can   also   be   made   available.   Please   
contact   Sylvia   in   this   regard.   
  

Website:    www.schoolofentrepreneurship.co.za     
  

Launch   Event:    www.schoolofentrepreneurship.co.za/launch   
  

Facebook:    www.facebook.com/SchoolofEntrepreneurshipZA   
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